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Announcing the latest addition to the series of . . . 


Public Papers of the Presidents 
of the United States 


HARRY S. TRUMAN, 1951 


This is the 19th volume in the “Public Papers” series to be released. 
It contains public messages and statements, news conferences, and other 
selected papers that were released by the White House during the 
year 1951. 


Among the 307 items in the book are: the President’s annual message 
to Congress on the State of the Union; special message to the Congress 
recommending a “pay as we go” tax program; radio and television 
reports to the American people on Korea and U.S. policy in the Far 
East and on the need for extending inflation controls; the address and 
remarks in San Francisco at the opening of the Conference on the 
Japanese Peace Treaty; and the proclamation terminating the state 
of war with Germany. 


The 747—page clothbound book, fully indexed, is priced at $6.25. 
All volumes in the “Public Papers” series are sold by the Superin- 


tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. Distribution for official use is governed by the provisions of 





sections 32.15-32.19 of Title 1 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF 
Presidential Documents 


Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Register, 
National Archives and Records Service, General Services Adminis- 
tration (mail address National Archives and Records Service, 
Washington, D.C. 20408), the Weekly Compilation of Presidential 
Documents contains statements, messages and other Presidential 
me gaan by the White House up to 5:00 p.m. Friday of 
each week. 


The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is published 
pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Register Act 
(49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 8B), under regulations 
prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal Reg- 
ister, approved by the President (30 F.R. 9573; 1 CFR Part 32). 

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. The 
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents will be furnished 
by mail to subscribers for $6.00 per year, payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402. The price of individual copies varies. 

There are no restrictions on the republication of material 
appearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents. 
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Presidential Scholars of 1966 


Announcement of Selection of Scholars With List of 
Those Named. May 28, 1966 


President Johnson today named the 121 Presidential 
Scholars of 1966. 

The Scholars will assemble in Washington on June 7 as 
guests of the President and Mrs. Johnson. During the 
day they will meet with Chief Justice Earl Warren and 
other high-ranking officials. In the evening President 
and Mrs. Johnson will receive them at the White House. 

The Presidential Scholars are outstanding secondary 
school graduates of this year. The criteria in selection 
were intellectual attainment and potential. 

President Johnson established the Presidential Scholars 
program in 1964 “to recognize the most precious resource 
of the United States—the brain power of its young peo- 
ple—and to encourage the pursuit of intellectual attain- 
ment among all our youth.” 

Hundreds of thousands of graduates of public and pri- 
vate high schools, selected from graduating classes both of 
last January and of this June, were screened through lead- 
ing academic testing and scholarship agencies. 

The Presidential Scholars were chosen by an independ- 
ent commission appointed by the President. Dr. J. E. 
Wallace Sterling, President of Stanford University, is 
Chairman of the Commission, 

At least one boy and one girl were chosen from each 
State, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
were also selected from Americans living abroad. 

The 1966 Scholars consist of 63 boys and 58 girls. 
They will study at 61 colleges. Fourteen are going to 
Harvard, 12 to Radcliffe, 7 to Yale, 6 to Stanford, 5 each 
to Cornell and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
and 3 each to Oberlin College and the University of Michi- 
gan. No other college will be receiving more than two. 


Two 


714 


Nineteen of the Scholars intend to major in mathe- 
matics, 8 in English, 6 each in chemistry, physics, and 
engineering, and 20 are undecided. Five Scholars plan 
to study medicine. The other 41 Scholars are divided 
among 24 fields of study. 


In addition to Dr. Sterling, the members of the Com- 
mission are: 


Mexvin W. Barnes, superintendent of schools, Portland, Oreg. 


Mrs. Mona M. Dayton, Walter Douglas School, Tucson, Ariz., 
winner of the 1966 Teacher-of-the-Year Award 


Aubert W. Dent, president, Dillard University, New Orleans, La. 
Hon. J. W. Fucsricut, United States Senator of Arkansas 
Suirtey ANN Grau, Metairic, La. 


Wittiam W. Hacerty, president, Drexel Institute of Technology, 
Philadelphia 


Peter MeNnw, president, Julliard School of Music, New York City 
Jeanne L. Nose, associate professor of education, New York Uni- 
versity 


Tue Rey. Micuaer P. Watsu, president, Boston College 


The list of 1966 Presidential Scholars, with the sec- 
ondary school from which they are graduating, follows: 


PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS 1966 


Alabama 


WiiuiAM Hupesarpb Baxter IIT, 1244 Greensboro Rd., Birmingham, 
Ala., Indian Springs School (Helena) 


DesorAH KATHLEEN Stratn, 2541 Carter Hill Rd., Montgomery, 
Ala., Lanier High School 

Alaska 

Mark Harotp Bropersen, Box 163, Auke Bay, Alaska, Juneau- 
Douglas High School (Juneau) 

BeatriceE YVONNE SLotnick, Box 135, College, Alaska, Lathrop 
High School (Fairbanks) 

Arizona 

Micnaev Puiuip Roca, 5225 North 23 St., Phoenix, Ariz., Camel- 
back High School 

Susan Louise Tuerter, 730 Sunset Dr., Globe, Ariz., Globe High 
School 

Arkansas 

Jor Brap Carter, RFD 1, Subiaco, Ark., Paris High School (Paris) 

Martua Karr LEATHERMAN, 116 Valley View, Hot Springs, Ark., 
Hot Springs High School 


Tuomas Rimmer, 1415 West 14 Ave., Pine Bluff, Ark., Pine Bluff 
High School 
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California 


CHRISTOPHER Dion Hoy, 77 Manderly Rd., San Rafael, Calif., St. 
Paul’s School (Concord, N.H.) 


Lestie Cxta-Mer Hsu, 3603 Louis Rd., Palo Alto, Calif., Cubber- 
ley High School 


PeTER FRANKLIN Stone, 801 Bolinas Rd., Fairfax, Calif., Sir Francis 
Drake High School (San Anselmo) 
Colorado 


Grecory Tuomas Georce, 4675 S. Kalamath, Englewood, Colo., 
Englewood High School 


MarcarET ANN Mac Morais, 1835 Zinnia Court, Golden, Colo., 
Golden High School 
Connecticut 


SusAN Kern, 12 Elmwood Rd., New Haven, Conn., Hillhouse 
High School 


DonaLp JoHN MASTRONARDE, 197 West Euclid St., Hartford, Conn., 
Weaver High School 


Paut Francis McAtoon, 221 Brown St., Hartford, Conn., Bulkeley 
High School 
Delaware 


Carot Levis Munroe, 148 S. College Ave., Newark, Del., Newark 
High School 


Bruce BurNHAM Roserts, 2302 W. 11 St., Wilmington, Del., 
Tower Hill School 
District of Columbia 


Joun Franz Danie, 2831 28th St., N.W., Washington, D.C., 
Hawthorne School 


Mina Karen Dutcan, 3421 Garrison St., Washington, D.C., 
Sidwell Friends School 
Florida 


PauLtA ANNE BraveMAN, 625 N.E. 137 St., North Miami, Fla., 
North Miami High School 


Grecory MicuaeL Hunter, 235 Marlboro, West Palm Beach, 
Fla., Forest Hill High School 

Georgia 

SaraH MarciA Grazer, 511 Pelham Rd., N.E., Atlanta, Ga., Henry 
Grady High School 

Donatp Bruce Napier, 2914 Maple Rd., Brunswick, Ga., Glynn 
Academy 

Hawaii 

RANDALL Quon Mino Av, 1184 Luawai St., Honolulu, Hawaii, 
Punahou School 

Jean Micuete Prewitt, 411 Ililani St., Kailua, Hawaii, Kailua 
High School 

Idaho 

Incrip Marte Peterson, 3109 Bogus Basin Rd., Boise, Idaho, Boise 
High School 

Tuomas Carney Wanp, 6324 Colonial Dr., Boise, Idaho, Borah 
High School 

Illinois 


Acnes Cuten, 9101 Mason Ave., Morton Grove, IIl., Niles High 
School West (Skokie) 


Mary Rutu Gross, 630 South Thurlow St., Hinsdale, Ill., Hins- 
dale Township High School 


Lawrence ALAN RosEeNwALpD, 600 Vernon, Glencoe, IIl., New 
Trier High School 
Indiana 


EuizaABETH ANNE BEHNKE, 1220 Highland, Kokomo, Ind., Kokomo 
High School 


Joserpu Bratt, 5330 N. Illinois St., Indianapolis, Ind., Shortridge 
High School 
Iowa 


Davin Wurnery Co.tiins, 2002 S. Georgia, Mason City, Iowa, 
Mason City High School 
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DezorAu ANN Gisson, 1339 Tenth St., N.W., Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
Jefferson High School 


CaTHERINE Louise Woop, 1909 Wilson Ave., Ames, Iowa, Ames 
High School 
Kansas 


Joun Dayron Kress, Jr., 157 South Oliver, Wichita, Kans., 
Wichita High School Southeast 

ALFHILD JOHANNA Larson, 723 Mulvane, Topeka, Kans., Topeka 
High School 

Caror Lynn Suaptey, 1902 Laura, Wichita, Kans., Wichita High 
School East 


Kentucky 
Orest Hurko, 2428 Newburg Rd., Louisville, Ky., St. Xavier High 
School 


Marian Dasney Scott, 410 Deerfield Lane, Louisville, Ky., Louis- 
ville Collegiate School 
Louisiana 


Bonnie Emmy Brown, 9965 Miraflores, Baton Rouge, La., Broad- 
moo, High School 


James Grirrin Nati, 4125 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, La., 
Benjamin Franklin High School 
Maine 


Diana Haun Dinsmore, 12 Ocean View Rd., Cape Elizabeth, Me., 
Cape Elizabeth High School 


TERRENCE WILLIAM FLANAGAN, 121 Pleasant Ave., Portland, Me., 
Deering High School 

Maryland 

KENNETH Rosert Epptey, 3306 Essex Rd., Baltimore, Md., Mil- 
ford Mill High School 

Nancy Carouine Garrison, 13408 Clifton Dr., Silver Spring, 
Md., Springbrook High School 


Massachusetts 

PaMELA JAN Martz, 55 Middlecot St., Belmont, Mass., Belmont 
High School 

Rospert ALAN Parker, 73 Franklin Ave., Revere, Mass., Revere 
High School 


Vinton Dovuctas Tompkins, Old Connecticut Path, c/o Kirch- 
wey, Wayland, Mass., Phillips Academy (Andover) 

Craic HERBERT YorkKE, Jr., 80 Corey Rd., Brighton, Mass., Boston 
Latin School (Boston) 

Michigan 

Paut Louis GaravaciiA, 20218 Sunnyside, St. Clair Shores, 
Mich., Notre Dame High School (Harper Woods) 


BarparA Rutu Saporr, 1107 Burcham, East Lansing, Mich., 
East Lansing High School 


Ivy Lorraine Tuomas, 1905 Chelan, Flint, Mich., Southwestern 
High School 

Minnesota 

Janet Lois Grarser, 3001 Quail Ave. North, Golden Valley, 
Minn., Robbinsdale High School (Robbinsdale) 


CHRISTOPHER WARREN GOsseETT, 4849 Oakland Ave. South, Min- 
neapolis, Minn., Washburn High School 


WituiAM Cuartes Soute, 14813 Lloyd’s Dr., Minnetonka, Minn., 
Hopkins High School (Hopkins) 

Mississippi 

MartTua JEAN Bercmark, 1444 Belle Glade, Jackson, Miss., Mur- 
rah High School 

Stuart Josepu Frentz, 302 Hill St., Biloxi, Miss., Notre Dame 
High School 

Missouri 


WituraM Ricuarp GALeota, Jr., 1719 Ridgemont, Columbia, Mo., 
Hickman High School 

Linpa Yvonne Warne, 725 Pimlico Dr., Florissant, Mo., McCluer 
High School 
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Montana 


Howarp Lex Hames, Route 2, Mullan Rd., Missoula, Mont., Mis- 
soula County High School 


Jupirn Ann Tscuacue, 815 S. Fifth, Bozeman, Mont., Bozeman 
High School 
Nebraska 


Davin Mitton Beckmann, 3425 L St., Lincoln, Nebr., Lincoln 
High School 


SuHetta ANN Fuurman, 4044 Frederick, Omaha, Nebr., Central 
High School 
Nevada 


Mark Everett Carter, 718 W. Fifth St., Carson City, Nev., Car- 
son High School 


Raz Lyn Conran, 3369 Belford Rd., Reno, Nev., Reno High 
School 
New Hampshire 


Susan Kaye Wiseman, 35 Hampshire Rd., Portsmouth, N.H., 
Portsmouth High School 


Ropney ALAN Younc, Milan, N.H., Berlin High School (Berlin) 
New Jersey 


Pau Levi Ousen, 109 Valley Run Dr., Cherry Hill, N.J., Cherry 
Hill High School 


Ropert Joun Osten, Jr., 108 Tindall Rd., Middletown, N.J., 
Lawrenceville School (Lawrenceville) 


ANN Marte Pasguate, 49 Baltusrol Way, Short Hills, N.J., Mill- 
burn High School 

New Mexico 

MicHaet Lez Kann, 643 E. Barcelona, Santa Fe, N. Mex., Santa 
Fe High School 


Janet Kay Satz, 1835 Anderson Dr., Las Cruces, N. Mex., Las 
Cruces High School 
New York 


Jupiru Rive KaurrMan, 155 Main St., Massena, N.Y., Massena 
Centra! High School 


Steven Jay Keiman, 21 Stoner Ave., Great Neck, N.Y., South 
High School 
North Carolina 


Jerry Wayne Giumer, Route 1, Box 246-B, Rockingham, N.C., 
Hamlet High School (Hamlet) 


Sur ey Gait Simpson, 806 Summit Rd., Goldsboro, N.C., Golds- 
boro High School 
North Dakota 


Lora Carotyn SENECHAL, Rural Route 1, Drake, N. Dak., Drake 
Public School 


James Peter Zarr, 202 Avenue E, Bismarck, N. Dak., St. Mary’s 
Central High School 

Ohio 

Katuryn ExvizasetH Cape, 6508 Park Lane, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Mariemont High School 


Larry Evcene Morse, 1027 Hampshire Rd., Dayton, Ohio, Bel- 
mont High School 


BenyJAMIN Witu1s, Jr., 10103 Somerset Ave., Cleveland, Ohio, 
Collinwood High School 
Oklahoma 


SHaron Curistine Anpress, 3126 East 41 St., Tulsa, Okla., Edi- 
son High School 


Ropcer Paut McEver, 3005 Berkshire Way, Oklahoma City, Okla., 
John Marshall High School 
Oregon 


KENNETH Toy Fona, 2136 S. E. 29, Portland, Oreg., Benson Poly- 
technic School 


Recina Lee Gamaste, P.O. Box 378, Arlington, Oreg., Arlington 
High School 
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Pennsylvania 


ANNE DE Saint Puatte, 401 West Allens Lane, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Springside School ‘ 


Jerrrey Lynn Nunemacuer, 1327 Packer St., Williamsport, Pa,, 
Williamsport High School 


Rhode Island 


Jeremy Martin Couen, 97 Blaisdell Ave., Pawtucket, R.I., Paw- 
tucket West High School 


Karen Sirt Swenson, 23 Fairway Dr., Barvington, R.1., Barrington 
High School 

South Carolina 

Sara ExizaBetH A.Licoop, Inman, S.C., Chapman High School 


Lauren Eucene Brupaker, 9 Churchill Circle, Columbia, S.C,, 
Flora High School 


ViotetT Demetria Harrincton, 1105 East Cheves St., Florence, 
S.C., Wilson High School 

South Dakota 

Donatp LeRoy FranKEnrFELD, 21 Fairway Dr., Rapid City, S. Dak., 
Rapid City High School 

Wenpy Karen Frierevp, 1332 Fourth St., Brookings, S. Dak, 
Brookings High School 

Tennessee 


Barbara Leitant Darnewt, 1314 Malcomb St., Savannah, Tenn., 
Central High School 


Louis Martin Epetson, 51 West Carlos, Memphis, Tenn., White 
Station High School 
Texas 


Puytiis ANNE ADLER, 274 West Ware Blvd., San Antonio, Tex., 
Keystone School 

Cecir Dewayne Berry, 416 E. Ninth, Coleman, Tex., Coleman 
High School 

Utah 

Gorpon Ivor Irvine, 1418 S. 75 East, Bountiful, Utah, Bountiful 
High School 

Barpara ANN Manz, 1709 Fieldcrest Lane, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
Olympus High School 

Vermont 


ANNE CATHERINE Bittner, 9 Linden St., Brattleboro, Vt., St. 
Michael High School 


Daviw Putnam Dana, N. Pomfret, Vt., Woodstock Union High 
School (Woodstock ) 

Virginia 

Joun Pup Kearns, 509 Blue Ridge Ave., Culpeper, Va., Cul- 
peper County High School 


Dusan Georce Lysy, 2955 W. Ox Rd., Herndon, Va., Herndon 
High School 


Syivia Anne Sanpers, 3 Keswick Lane, Hampton, Va., Hampton 
High School 


MicHaeEt Witi1AmM WILteTT, 4816 Bradford Dr., Annandale, Va., 
Gonzaga High School (Washington, D.C.) 
Washington 


RANDALL Francis Situ, 7016 34 Ave., S.W., Seattle, Wash., Chief 
Sealth High School 


Caro.yn Tory, 4407 50th St., S.W., Seattle, Wash., West Seattle 
High School 

West Virginia 

Sanpra LEA HERSHBERGER, Box 34, Clendenin, W. Va., Hoover 
High School 

Kenny Joun Rosertson, 100 Center St., Athens, W. Va., Athens 
High School 

Wisconsin : 

Rosert Micuart GorsMan, 7114 N. Crossway Rd., Milwaukee, 
Wisc., Nicolet High School 


Resecca ANN Hers, 117 N. Gammon Rd., Madison, Wisc., West 
High School 
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Wyoming 
KATHERINE Mary Dunn, 306 E. Pershing, Cheyenne, Wyo., Cen- 
tral High School 


Joun Booker Wuiston, 2024 Lynwood Place, Casper, Wyo., 
Natrona County High School 


Puerto Rico 


Manuet ANTONIO SAN Micuet, Street #2, Km6, Hm7, Bayamon, 
P.R., Colegio San Ignacio (Rio Piedras) 


Muprep ILEANA Sota, Avenida Sur, El Verde, Caguas, P.R., 
Notre Dame High School 


Abroad 


SusAN YVONNE IListon, Hq Ist Bn. 32d Armor 3d A.D., APO 
New York, N.Y., Frankfurt American High School 


Davip JoHN Miter, 170 Wittenburger Weg, Wassenaar, The 
Netherlands, American High School of International Schools 
(The Hague) 


Food Stamp Program 


Statement by the President and Announcement of 
Extension of the Program to Additional 
Areas. May 28, 1966 


President Johnson announced on the fifth anniversary 
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Stamp 
Program that low-income people in 29 new areas in 
15 States—including Maine and New Jersey for the first 
time—will be able to participate in the program in June. 

Addition of the new areas brings total participation 
to 325 areas in 40 States and the District of Columbia. 

The first Food Stamp Program was inaugurated in 
McDowell County, West Virginia, on May 29, 1961. 

In a statement the President said: 

“When the Food Stamp Program took its first experi- 
mental step in McDowell County, the Nation watched 
to see if this Federal-State-local effort could effectively 
help low-income families share America’s food abund- 
ance. 

“Today, with the enthusiasm and cooperation of State 
officials, welfare people, business interests, and the entire 
community of McDowell County, the Food Stamp Pro- 
gram is helping well over 1 million people in some 300 
areas throughout the country.” 

The 1-million mark was passed in March. Since that 
time 88 new areas have inaugurated programs. 

Secretary Freeman advised the President that when 
a Food Stamp Program begins operating in an area, retail 
food sales increase by an average of 8 percent. Sales 
gains usually are reported for all size stores, from the very 
small to the largest. Local farmers share in this increased 
business. And a study of participating households shows 
that livestock products and fresh fruit and vegetables 
account for more than 80 percent of the increase in food 
used—indicating that participating houscholds are im- 
proving their diets. 
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Needy households participating in the Food Stamp 
Program buy food coupons with the money they would 
normally spend for food. They then receive additional 
coupons free of charge. These additional coupons, the 
Federal Government’s contribution to the program, give 
the low-income households the added food-buying power 
they need to meet their nutritional requirements and to 
participate more fully in our agricultural abundance. 
The coupons are spent like money in retail food outlets 
authorized by USDA’s Consumer and Marketing Service 
to accept them. 


Total coupons issued in March were valued at $17.3 
million, and bonus coupons issued amounted to $6.4 
million. ‘This means that Food Stamp participants in- 
vested nearly $11 million of their own money to improve 
their own and their family’s welfare. The $6.4 million 
represents new money brought into 209 areas in the U.S. 
to stimulate local economies and to bring the benefits of 
more and better food to low-income households. 


A list of new programs, starting June 1 unless other- 
wise indicated, follows: 


ARKANSAS, St. Francis County. 

coLorADO, Mineral County (June 7). 

ILLINOIS, Gallatin County (June 8), Hamilton County (June 9), 
Hardin County (June 10). 

INDIANA, Lake County. 

LOUISIANA, St. John the Baptist Parish. 

MAINE, Androscoggin County (June 15). 

MARYLAND, Allegany County (June 7), Garrett County (June 10). 

MINNESOTA, Big Stone County, Crow Wing County, Swift County. 

NEBRASKA, Morrill County. 

NEW JERSEY, Mercer County. 

NEW MExico, Curry County, Roosevelt County (June 3). 

ou1o, Montgomery County, Scioto County. 

PENNSYLVANIA, Bradford County, McKean County, Mifflin 
County, Potter County, Tioga County, Washington County. 
uTAH, Carbon County (June 2), Emery County (June 2), Utah 

County. 
virGINIA, City of Danville. 


Appalachian Highway Program 


Report to the President From Secretary of Commerce 
John T. Connor. May 28, 1966 


We are pleased to report that construction has begun 
on 116 miles and preliminary engineering and right-of- 
way acquisition is underway on 355.5 miles of highways 
and local access roads under the Appalachian Highway 
Program. 


Purpose of the program is to open up for possible devel- 
opment those areas in Appalachia in which commerce 
and communications have been inhibited by lack of 
access. Local access roads will serve specific recreational, 
residential, commercial, and industrial needs, and will 
facilitate school consolidation programs. 
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The Appalachian Regional Development Act, passed = vania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and West 


by Congress and signed by you into law last year, author- _ Virginia. 

ized $840 million in Federal funds for a 6-year period, . - : . , 
for the construction of 2,350 miles of development high- Details of the App alachian Highway Program will be 
ways and 1,000 miles of local access roads. States in- contained in the first of a series of reports being released 


cluded in the program are: Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, by the Commerce Department's Bureau of Public Roads, 
Maryland, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsyl- _—_‘ Future reports will be issued on a quarterly basis. 





MEMORIAL DAY, 1966 


The President’s Remarks at a Service in Arlington National Cemetery. 
May 30, 1966 


Mr. Sutphin, Colonel Connett, General Wheeler, General Herrick, ladies 
and gentlemen: 


There is a special roll of honor that I would like to call today: 


—Lt. Colonel Seldon R. Edner of San Jose, California 

—lst Lt. George B. Smith of Los Angeles, California 

—1st Lt. Leland Williams of ‘Taylor County, ‘Texas 

—1st Lt. Revier Harding of Fort Worth, ‘Texas 

—Staff Sergeant William Goodwin of Tacoma, Washington 
—-Lt. Colonel Alfred Medendorp of Grand Rapids, Michigan 
—Lt. Colonel Frank Lynn of Chicago, Illinois 

—Major Rudolf Anderson of Del Rio, Texas 

—Specialist Fourth Class James T. Davis of Livingston, Tennessee. 

Who were these men? 

Edner was the first American killed in Greece where, in 1947, we 
decided to help the people of that country resist aggression. 

Smith and Williams were killed in the airlift which prevailed over 
the blockade of Berlin in the winter of 1948 and 1949 . 

Harding and Goodwin were the first American soldiers killed in the 
struggle against aggression in Korea. 

Medendorp and Lynn were killed on Kinman Island when in 1958 
aggression was attempted in the ‘Taiwan Straits. 

Anderson was the airman that was shot down over Cuba during the 
crisis of 1962 when an effort was made to place offensive weapons on that 
island. 

Davis was the first American killed in the resistance to aggression in 
Viet-Nam. 

These men represent all those Americans who have risked their 
lives—and lost them—in the peace-building efforts that America has 
made since 1945. 

They were sent on their missions because this Nation believes that 
peace is not something that just happens. 

Peace does not come just because we wish for it. 

Peace must be fought for. It must be built stone by stone. 
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West In the first half of this century we learned that there can be no 
peace if might makes right—if force used by one nation against a weaker 
ill be nation is ever permitted to succeed. We have learned that the time to 
_ stop aggression is when it first begins. And that is one reason we are in 
anil South Viet-Nam today. 


Modern weapons and means of communications, even more than 
common aspirations, have created a single world community. 


There is no going back. This is the way it will be as far ahead as 
any of us can see. 


We can only go forward to help make that community one in which 


nations respect the rights of other nations and live at peace with one 
another. 


For the American interest will be well served if our children grow 
up in a world of independent nations capable of assuming collective 
responsibility for the peace. Our interest—and the interest of world 
peace—will not be served if nations continue to violate the independence 
of other nations. 


So, as our men and our allies today fight in southeast Asia, we are 
working on many fronts to build a mosaic of peace and human progress. 


We are working to strengthen the Atlantic world and, from that 
firm base, to build bridges of cooperation to the East. 


We are trying to assist the governments and peoples of Latin 
America, Asia, and Africa to work together to lift the burdens of poverty 
and ignorance and disease. 


We ache to turn all our energies—more of our resources—and all 
our talents to building that kind of world community. 


But there will be no community to build if aggression achieves in 
Viet-Nam what it has been denied from Greece to Korea to Berlin. 


The conflict in South Viet-Nam is confusing for many of our people. 


The aggression there does not take the form of organized divisions 
marching brazenly and openly across frontiers. 


It takes the form of men and equipment coming down from the 
North on foot or in trucks, through jungle roads and trails, or on small 
craft moving silently through the water at night. 


It takes the form of well-organized assassination, kidnaping, intimi- 
dation of innocent citizens in remote villages. Last year, more than 
12,000 South Vietnamese civilians were murdered or kidnaped by 
terrorists. 





That kind of aggression is just as real and just as dangerous for 
the safety and independence of the people of South Viet-Nam as was 
the attack on South Korea in June of 1950. 


Without the flow of men and equipment from the North, the war 
would soon end. But what our people see looks on the surface to some 
of them more like a civil war than external aggression. 


Peace will never come to the world if the outcome of this kind of 
aggression—insurgency mounted from outside a nation—is accepted as 
a substitute or tantamount to free elections. 
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There is a second source of confusion. The people of South Viet- 
Nam are now in the midst of a historic transition. ‘They are trying to 
form, for the first time, a constitutional government that represents their 
own traditions and values. 

Their country has deep in its history strong regional feelings—and 
equally strong religious groupings—which have sometimes been in 
conflict. 

As they try now to forge a constitutional system these differences 
seem to emerge sharply. Various groups clash as they seek to influence 
the shape of things to come. Turmoil results. 

It is tragic, in the present turmoil, that some choose acts of despera- 
tion to express their political beliefs. This quite unnecessary loss of 
life only obscures the progress that is being made toward a contitutional 
government. It only clouds the sacrifices of thousands of lives that have 


already been made for the cause of independence and political hope in 
South Viet-Nam. 


Seldom has a people been called upon to build a nation and to 
wage war against externally supported aggression at the same time. 


But I believe South Viet-Nam is moving toward a government that will _ 
increasingly reflect the true will of its people. 

That day will come sooner if the South Vietnamese keep their Py 
internal quarrels and differences within bounds and concentrate on taking 
together their first steps toward constiutional government. 

But there will be no transition to the politics of compromise and An 
to the secret ballot if the external aggression against South Viet-Nam Ad 
is not now defeated. ane 


Our policy is devoted to that end. 


As President Kennedy said just 2 months before his life was taken, ap 
“We want the war to be won, the Communists to be contained, and the oii 
Americans to go home. . . .” 


We have sought to bring the conflict in Viet-Nam from the battle- 


fisc 
field to the conference table. Twice we have stopped the bombings of ii 
military targets in North Viet-Nam as a sign of our desire to negotiate. Pre 
And we waited and listened for 37 days—to get no satisfactory reply. -" 


We have sought the help of the United Nations in arranging inter- 
national peace talks. — 


We have sent emissaries to more than 40 nations asking them to 
urge our adversaries to reason with us. 


We have sent word privately to Hanoi and to Peking of our willing- 
ness to talk without conditions. 


We have told them that there are ways to end the bloodshed. 
Nothing has happened. 





The fighting, as we speak, goeson. The infiltration is stepped up. The 


| 
Infiltration from the North has continued at an even higher pace. | 
hordes come marching in. 


So, until peace comes, or the Communists are willing to talk about 
peace, we must persevere. 


I know of no time in our history when our brave men in arms have 
performed with greater skill or courage than they have performed in | 


Viet-Nam. 
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They went into combat in a difficult climate, against a thoroughly 


professional enemy, in an unfamiliar kind of war. 


From the first day 


of combat they have not failed us once. 

In Viet-Nam the United States is committed to a decent and a 
limited purpose: to defeat aggression and to let the people of Viet-Nam 
decide in peace their own political future. 

So I pledge to those who have died there, and to those who have 
been wounded there—to those who are now fighting there, and to those 
who may yet fight there, that we shall help the people of South Viet-Nam 


see this through. 


On this Memorial Day, it is right for us to remember the living and 
the dead for whom the call of their country has meant much pain and 


sacrifice. 


And so today I remind all of my fellow countrymen that a grateful 


Nation is deeply in their debt. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:18 a.m. in the Amphitheater at Arlington National 


Cemetery. 





Peace Corps Programs 


Announcement of Request to Congress for 
Additional Funds for School-to-School Partnerships 


and the Exchange Peace Corps. May 31, 1966 


President Johnson transmitted to the Congress today 
a proposed amendment to the 1967 budget requesting an 
additional $1.65 million for the Peace Corps. 

The proposed amendment will finance, in part, the 
fiscal 1967 activities of the school-to-school partnerships 
and the Exchange Peace Corps, as recommended by the 
President in his message to Congress on international 
education and health last February. 


The $1.65 million, together with $450,000 which was 
originally requested for other Peace Corps activities, would 
allow a total of $2.1 million for school-to-school partner- 
ships and the Exchange Peace Corps. 

Through the school-to-school partnerships, already 
pioneered on a small scale, a U.S. school may assist the 
brick-and-mortar construction of a sister school in less 
developed nations. The exchange can grow to include 
books and equipment, teacher and student visits. 

Through the Exchange Peace Corps, young volunteers 
from other nations, called “Volunteers to America,” will 
teach their own language and culture in our schools and 
colleges. They will serve in community programs along- 
side VISTA volunteers. 

The amount requested in the proposed amendment 
will not increase the totals proposed in the 1967 budget. 








THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE 
OF JUNE 1, 1966 


REVIEW OF CABINET MEETING 


THE Preswent. Bill thought that an efficient and effective way for 
handling your problem of coverage would be for me to review what 
transpired in our Cabinet meeting and to ask those who made the presen- 
tations to stay here and make a brief report to you, or at least to be 
available for any questions that you might have. 

First, Secretary Gardner presented the medical care picture, 15 
or 20 minutes for the presentation of the number of signups, the progress 





722 WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS MONI 
that had been made in that field, the hospital and medical needs and 
problems, and so forth. Secretary Gardner is here and will be available 
to you. 

We reviewed the foreign aid program—what has been done in 
various parts of the world, our development loans, technical assistance, 
the Alliance for Progress, our international education and health pro- 
posals. Mr. Bell reviewed the status of the legislation in the House 
committee and the Senate committee. He is here and will take any 
questions. 

We had a legislative forecast of various measures the administra- 
tion has sent up. We had the chart over there. Larry O’Brien and Q 
Joe Califano will review that with you. ag0 

We went over the economic situation. Mr. Ackley spent about 15 a 
minutes reporting on the economic situation. ond 

The civil rights conference was reviewed by the Vice President Whz 
and Mr. Katzenbach, both of whom were in attendance this morning. T. 

We went into our savings bonds report from the departments and clusi 
Mr. O’Brien talked on that for about 5 minutes. natic 

I reviewed the meetings I have had with some 20 to 30 staff mem- are t 
bers of Mr. Rostow’s office, and the meetings I have had with the Under indic 
Secretaries of various departments, I went over with the Secretaries W 
our exchange of ideas. mee 

I also reviewed with them the meeting I had yesterday with the ae 
Assistant Secretaries. will 

We discussed earlier in my office with Mr. Ball and others the pear 
agenda in Brussels this week. We reviewed our policies in Africa and take 
Latin America. I am encouraged because the growth rate there for It 
the last 3 years has been 24% percent as compared to 1 percent in the this 
preceding years. the | 

We also mentioned the southeast Asia situation, with particular Q 
reference to India and Pakistan and developments there following our kind 
meetings with the President of Pakistan and the Prime Minister of Mc} 
India. T 

PERSONNEL VACANCIES Q 
year 

We talked with the Cabinet about certain personnel vacancies in T 
certain departments. We have very few vacancies. Mr. Macy is here. 

He can give you a report on it if you wish. 

We have some six or eight ambassadorial vacancies, fewer than we Q 
have had any time in 5 years. We will have a vacancy in the Under your 
Secretary of State for Economic Affairs, Mr. Mann’s place. T 

We have a couple of General Counsel vacancies, one in Defense the | 
and one in HUD. We have an Assistant Secretary vacancy over at we | 
Health, Education, and Welfare, and a Republican vacancy on one of Vv 
the boards. The number of vacancies is very low, but we did review at 
those. Pres 

SAVINGS BOND SALES We 
shor 

Mr. O’Brien reported that the first 3 weeks of the current bond C 
campaign showed an increase from 60 percent to 64 percent. we | 

Bond sales are up from $206 million to $330 million. The out- mee 
standing increases were in the Executive Offices, 59 percent to 67 per- 
cent; Department of State, 60 percent to 69 percent; Department of 
Labor, 46 percent to 55 percent; Civil Acronautics Board, 70 percent to C 
77 percent ; and General Accounting Office, 66 percent to 80 percent. lines 
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The May drive will be extended through June in order to achieve 


our goal of 75 percent participation. 


I am hopeful that the results 


obtained during our Federal Government campaign will set an example 


for the rest of the Nation. 


If any of you have any specific questions on any of these subjects— 
Medicare, foreign aid legislation, personnel, civil rights, foreign pol- 
icy—we will be glad to try to answer them. 


QUESTIONS 


APPRAISAL OF THE ECONOMY 


Q. Mr. President, on the economy, about 6 weeks 
ago you were trying to slow down. Now there seems to 
be a feeling that you have been, perhaps, too successful 
and you have slowed it down more than you would like. 
What would your current appraisal be? 

THE PreswENT. No, we haven’t reached that con- 
clusion. We are studying all the indicators. The gross 
national product is exceeding our expectations, and we 
are trying to give careful attention to that and every other 
indicator. 

We will have a rather detailed meeting on that this 
afternoon, and look at our revenues and our expenditures, 
among other things. 

There is some indication that the estimates for this year 
will show that so far as our cash budget is concerned— 
and that includes all of our trust funds—we will probably 
take in more than we will spend. 

It appears that we will actually have a cash surplus 
this year. But there is many a slip “twixt the cup and 
the lip between now and January. 

Q. Mr. President, did the Cabinet meeting include any 
kind of a general discussion or a report from Secretary 
McNamara on the political situation in Viet-Nam? 

Tue Preswent. No. 

Q. Mr. President, were you talking about this fiscal 
year when you said-——— 

THe Preswent. This calendar year. 


INDIA AND PAKISTAN 


Q. Mr. President, can you be any more specific about 
your discussion about India and Pakistan? 

THE Preswent. No. We reviewed the legislation on 
the billion dollar food program area, and the conferences 
we had with the Prime Minister when she was here. 

We were pleased with the progress that had been made 
at Tashkent and the subsequent conferences with the 
President of Pakistan and the Prime Minister of India. 
We have a new American Ambassador going to Pakistan 
shortly, and we have had new reports from India. 

Our programs are proceeding according to plan, and 
we think that we have had very fruitful results from our 
meetings with the leaders of those two countries. 


NATO POLICIES 


Q. Mr. President, did you develop any new policy 
lines on NATO at your meeting today? 


Tue Preswent. We had an extended meeting earlier 
this morning. The full Cabinet did not participate in 
that. We will be having those meetings from time to 
time. 

Secretary Rusk will return in a few days from the 
Brussels meeting and will participate in further discus- 
sions with us. In his absence, Secretary Acheson, Secre- 
tary Ball, Mr. Rostow, and Mr. Moyers will be working 
with their staffs in the NATO area. 

Our policies are moving forward according to sched- 
ule. It is consuming a good deal of our time, but it is 
worthy of it. We have a deep interest in that area of the 
world—in Europe. We are appropriately devoting a 
good deal of our energies to them. 


EAST-WEST TRADE BILL 


Q. Mr. President, did you discuss your East-West 
trade bill at all this morning, and what might be done 
to get it through Congress? 

Tue Preswent. Yes, we did at our earlier meeting. 
That is an important part of our program for that area 
of the world. We are very hopeful that the Congress 
will agree with us on the wisdom of our proposals and 
in due time will act upon them. 


OPEN HOUSING PROVISION 


Q. Mr. President, did the open housing provision 
come up at the Cabinet meeting, particularly Senator 
Dirksen’s stand on it? 

Tue Preswent. Yes. The Attorney General dis- 
cussed the hearings that have been held in the House. 
He felt that the hearings brought out some very excellent 
testimony. He is hopeful in due time action would be 
taken in the subcommittee and in the full committee, 
and we could get action in the House in a reasonable time. 


WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON CIVIL RIGHTS 


Q. Mr. President, there seems to be some dissension 
among the civil rights leaders at the White House con- 
ference on civil rights. Are you optimistic that they will 
come out with something productive from the conference? 

THE Presment. We always have differences. I think 
maybe you are inclined not to overlook any of them. Of 
these differences, we hammer out a course that will result 
in making progress in this field—a field that we think 
desperately needs continuing attention. 

We are very hopeful that under the leadership of this 
council, the 2,500 delegates can discuss the pros and cons 
of various proposals and give their judgments about the 
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wisdom of undertaking them. All of them will be fully 
and thoroughly considered. We will do everything we 
can to continue to make rapid advances in the field of 
civil rights and justice. 

I believe there are many more areas of agreement for 
us than there are disagreement. ‘There are many more 
constructive things likely to come out of this conference 
than the little dissension and different viewpoints suggest. 

Most of the delegates, I think, realize that there are 
many problems that must be faced; they have views on 
how to deal with them. They won't all be in agree- 
ment, but I wouldn't get upset about that, or excited. 


BRIEFING OF REPUBLICANS ON VIET-NAM 


Q. Mr. President, Senator Dirksen seems to feel that 
the Republicans ought to be briefed on Viet-Nam. Do 
you agree with him? 

THE Present. I think I am pretty well aware of 
Senator Dirksen’s feelings. He and I are pretty much 
in agreement. They are being fully informed. 

Q. Does that mean you have had a briefing for them, 
or are planning one? 

Tue PreswentT. That means I had a rather extended 
talk with him in the hospital. As he told them up there 
the other day, I have had another since then with him. 
We spend a good deal—I would say a substantial portion 
of our time—either briefing them or you. 

Q. Mr. President, in view of the situation now in Viet- 
Nam, is it your feeling 

Tue Presiwent. We didn’t really go into Viet-Nam 
here today in the Cabinet. But if you want to spend a 
little time on Viet-Nam, if you have a particular interest 
in it, I will answer your questions. 





T am keeping the Cabinet here to answer your questions 
on the subjects they discussed. If you want to spend time 
on Viet-Nam, I will go into it. 


VIET-NAM ELECTIONS 


Q. I just wondered, in view of the internal turmoil 
now, do you foresee that elections can go ahead on 
September 11th? 

THE Presipent. We are concerned about the prob- 
lems they are having out there, but, as I have said in 
the last two or three statements I have made, we realize 
the difficulties a nation has in proceeding to constitutional 
government. We are working with them to bring that 
kind of government about. 

We are hopeful that it can be done as early as possible. 
We solicit the support, the counsel, and assistance of 
everybody concerned in helping us attain it. 

That kind of representative government is a much 
desired objective, and we believe that in time it is attain- 
able. We are working very much to that end. 
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PROGRESS OF LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM IN U.S. AND 
OF ELECTORAL COMMITTEE IN VIET-NAM 


Q. Mr. President, regarding the legislative forecast 
here, because Congress may want to go home a little 
earlier this year than last, are you submitting any priority 
list to them on administration programs you have? 

THE Presipent. No. We try to avoid that old trap. 
When you list priority bills, a fellow’s bill that is not 
included might cause him to get upset. 

We make our recommendations and express the hope 
that all of them will be duly considered and acted upon, 
Of course, a good many of them will be modified and 
amended, and some of them will be postponed and 
delayed. 

But I think we are making very good progress. We 
are very pleased with what the Congress is doing. 

The last 3 weeks—I was reviewing this with some of 
them last night—we passed the assets participation bill, 
which was very important to us. 

We passed the minimum wage bill in the House. 

We have some other major pieces of legislation during 
that period—a substantial step in each direction. 

We have our truth-in-packaging in the Senate now. 
It’s very important. 

We have our military construction up in the House 
today, and our narcotics bill. 

So we are making solid progress right on down the 
road. 

We are very concerned about our foreign aid in both 
the House and the Senate. We have completed our 
hearings. 

I have asked each Cabinet officer to review all of their 
measures: Agriculture—the food for freedom bill and 
the REA financing; Interior—the various conservation 
bills; HUD—the rent supplement and the cities legisla- 
tion; HEW—the Teacher Corps. 

We are doing all of that. 
out of the way now. In a good many instances, one 
House or the other has already acted upon them. Now 
we will try to move as many of them as we can down 
the stretch. There is not anything that is a critical 
emergency, or anything that is in great difficulty that 
should cause us to panic. 

I feel about our legislative program very much like 
I feel about John’s question on Viet-Nam. I don’t think 
we should panic because we have some problems. 

Politics is never easy in our country—even with all of 
our experience—and it certainly isn’t easy in the midst 
of aggression like that being waged against South Vicet- 
Nam. But with reasonable unity and proper diligence— 
and by constantly keeping in mind our national interest— 
we will achieve our objectives here and there. 

I am encouraged by the progress we are making in 
Congress, and I am encouraged by the progress the 
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electoral committee is making out there—although I don’t 
get to follow its progress in the press as fully and in depth 
as 1 would like to. I have to go back and dig up some 
of the cables from day to day, because the progress that 
the committee is making in the electoral developments is 
not as headline-grabbing as some of the other distressing 
incidents. 

Nevertheless, they are moving forward step by step. 
While there will be missteps, the direction is sound. 

That is about the same way here at home. There will 
be some missteps, but we are going in the right direction. 
I think that you will find that the historians will record 
that you lived in a period when we made greater progress 
in health, education, conservation, and development 
throughout the world than in any similar period in history. 

It is a very exciting time to live in. There are many 
constructive things that we can all do. I know we all 
want to. 

Q. I assume from what you say that Mr. O’Brien 
delivered a fairly optimistic report. 

Tue Present. I don’t believe in these “optimistic” 
or “pessimistic” terms. I would say it is a constructive 
report, one that shows progress. Probably 35 or 40 per- 
cent of our bills are already signed, and that many or 
more are already out of the committee and passed in 
one House. 

If you had that kind of batting average when the 
session was over with, you wouldn’t consider it a disaster. 
We want to make as much progress as we can, and we 
are doing that. You have to make allowance for certain 
criticisms. 

I picked up the ticker the other day and read, I believe 
over a period of an hour, where there had been seven 
real denunciations. When it was added up, it didn’t 
amount to much. At the end of the day, they passed 
the bill they were denouncing by a rather substantial vote. 

There is nothing as dead as yesterday’s newspaper, and 
the criticism. What we want to do is get that legislation 
passed. 

What we want to do out in Viet-Nam is to have this 
electoral committee make progress. It may not make 
many headlines, but if it can bring about constitutional 
government, we will be very pleased. 


REVIEW OF AID PROGRAMS 


In our developments in NATO, Africa, Latin America, 
in this hemisphere, and India and Pakistan, the Philip- 
pines and Korea, and all of those areas of the world, we 
are encouraged and are proud of the progress that has 
been made. Mr. Bell reviewed that in some depth today. 
He pointed out that in a number of countries we have 
been able to reduce our assistance. He talked of what 
the future held for us in a rather comprehensive and 
successful program. It is working. 

As I pointed out, in Latin America the growth rate is 
2% percent, up considerably in the last 3 years. 
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We just returned from a visit to Mexico. I had a 
chance a few weekends ago to spend an entire weekend 
with the Foreign Minister. He told me never in the 
history of the two countries did we have a better relation- 
ship. All of the things that divided us, our differences, 
most of them had been solved—the water salinity, the 
Chamizal, the various things we had controversy about. 

We didn’t go into great depth country by country 
today. We discussed these general areas. 

The answers are good: The economy is good. The 
employment is good. ‘The wages are good. ‘The profits 
are good. The farm income is good. So, as a people, 
we are doing well. We all have ambitions. We have 
higher goals and we want to do better, but the reports 
today were constructive and encouraging. 


POSSIBILITY OF TAX INCREASE 


Q. Sir, can you say from your review of the economy 
whether you feel we are moving any further away or 
closer to a tax increase? 

THe Preswent. I think we just have to study this 
thing from day to day and take into account everything 
that is happening. We have to see how much Congress 
appropriates. We have to see what our revenue is. We 
have to dicuss our expenditures and get good readings 
on that. 

I don’t want to make any prediction or do any speculat- 
ing. You can see the inadvisability of doing that. If 
I even give the alternatives available to me, someone not 
really experienced is likely to predict that I intimated 
something that might affect the market 10 points, up or 
down. I know you don’t want to be a party to anything 
like that. 

FRANK Cormier (Associated Press). Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

NOTE: President Johnson’s sixty-fourth news conference was held 
in the Cabinet Room at the White House at 12:55 p.m. on June 1, 


1966, following his meeting with the Cabinet. Members of the 
Cabinet were present at the news conference. 


White House Conference: 
“To Fulfill These Rights” 


The President’s Remarks to Delegates to the Civil Rights 
Conference. June 1, 1966 


Mr. Randolph, Mr. Heineman, all the delegates to this 
Conference: 


It was one year ago at Howard University that I called 
for a conference whose theme and title would be “To Ful- 
fill These Rights.” I said that its object would be to help 
the Negro American move beyond opportunity to 
achievement. 
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Now you have come tonight from every region of this 
great land, from every walk of life, to play your part in 
this momentous undertaking and in this great adventure. 

You are here because you represent the humane and 
the progressive spirit of our people. Through two cen- 
turies of trial and triumph that spirit has moved the 
American democracy from an ideal to a powerful reality. 

You are here tonight because your country needs your 
collective judgment. The dilemma that you deal with 
is too deeply rooted in pride and prejudice, too profound 
and complex, and too critical to our future for any one 
man or any one administration to ever resolve. 

No matter how committed to its resolution, this issue 
is beyond the mastery of one man or one group of men. 

You are here, finally, because in your variety of back- 
ground and circumstance you symbolize those who have a 
stake in including the Negro American in our society. 
And that is everybody—Negro and white, rich and poor, 
manager and worker, city dweller and suburbanite. 

I do not mean to say that every American feels that 
he has such a stake, because if he did there would be no 
need for this conference. Some believe that they can put 
enough miles or enough dollars between them and the 
Negro’s problems to escape the consequences of those 
problems altogether. 

Yet we know that the country is not large enough, nor 
any man wealthy enough, to offer or to gain a sanctuary 
from the effects of widespread poverty and widespread 
discrimination. 

Some believe that the Federal Government can assume 
their personal responsibilities for justice to the Negro 
American. ‘They contend, even when they refuse to 
admit it, that the mere existence of Federal funds and 
programs and civil rights laws make private action 
unnecessary. 

Yet we know that no national government, however 
enlightened, can, by itself, change the conditions of Negro 
life in America. 

There are some who think that the Negro should be 
denied inclusion in our society. There are some, too, 
who counsel the Negro to refuse a share in the society, 
even where it is offered—to “go it alone,” to seek and 
acquire power independently, so he may owe nothing to 
others. 

Yet I genuinely believe that our whole experience as 
a people is otherwise. ‘Those who have tried to divide 
us have always ultimately failed. Those who have built 
castles of prejudice have seen them come crumbling down. 
Those who have whispered the counsel of despair and 
the counsel of separatism have been ignored. 

For our beautiful America is not a planetary system 
with many atmospheres, many calendars, and many tem- 
peratures. It is one large island of earth inhabited by 
mortal men of many races, faiths, and colors of skin. 

They all cry the same way. They all laugh the same 
way. If they are to build just and fruitful lives for them- 
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selves and their children, then they must do it here—and 
I earnestly believe we must do it together. 

This does not require that righteous anger ever be 
silenced. This does not require that harmony be pur- 
chased at the price of individuals’ freedom. 

What it does require is a recognition that beneath the 
tumult of events that separate men from one another runs 
the thread of a common destiny. For we shall either move 
this Nation towards civil peace and towards social justice 
for all of its citizens, or for none. 

We shall either find the means to open employment 
to all of our workers—to find decent housing for all of 
our families—to provide a good education for all of our 
American children—or we shall see the American promise 
spoiled for each of them. 

Let us pursue that promise not in dreary conformity— 
not in mutual suspicion and fear—but in the knowledge 
that freedom and justice cannot be the province of one 
race or nation alone. 

In our quest of that promise, let each man give what- 
ever he has to give. 

If it be the courage to endure the scorn of bigots, let 
him give that. 

If it be the wisdom and the patience to teach children 
that are born into blight and suffering, then let him 
give that. 

If it be the chance of a job and the training it requires, 
then let him give that. 

If it be the willingness to change old ways and to hear 
the cry of those in need, let him give that. 

If it be the power to pass new laws, or to enforce and 
execute old laws with conviction and fairness and justice, 
then let him give that. 

But men of reason who are honest with each other 
know that there is so much to be done that we should 
have done a long, long time ago. If only then we had 
acted—if only then we had sought justice—we might 
have been spared the ordeal of conscience that has 
brought us to this room at this hour. 

But we did not act. For reasons of ignorance or prej- 
udice or hate, of greed or fear, of indifference, of blind- 
ness or whatever, we waited long—too long have we 
waited. 

Now the awakening has come. 

In the last 12 years it has increased in both strength 
and in will. Reason has insisted that it come. Courage— 
of the Negro, first, then of the white who joined the cause 
of justice—has swelled its ranks. And we are acting. 

More has been done than men thought possible just 
a short time ago: in stripping away legal barriers—in 
opening political opportunity—in attacking the lack of 
skills and jobs, education, and housing that are the tap- 
roots of poverty. 

In all of these efforts we have made mistakes. We will 
make others, for we know too well our own weaknesses. 
We will arouse hopes, as we have already done, that can- 
not be quickly fulfilled. 
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But I came here tonight at the end of a long day to tell 
you that we are moving. We shall not turn back. 

" There is evidence of hope, even beyond the legislation 
enacted and the program started. 

Not long ago a businessman from the Middle West 
wrote us a letter at the White House. 

He had attended our planning conference last Novem- 
ber that many had counseled against. They had some 
recommendations on this one, too. 

But he had returned home filled with a new awareness 
of the Negro’s condition in America, And he seemed 
to be fired with a determination to improve those condi- 
tions and to improve them in his own backyard, in his 
home community. 

He listed 17 steps that his city had taken since last 
November to open up new channels of communication 
between the races. This man had inspired many of those 
steps and he had taken a part in bringing all of them 
about. 

He did not claim that he had single-handedly changed 
the terms of Negro life in his city for the better, because 
he knows that real change—visible, lasting change—will 
take time and money and the work of many hands, but 
he had made a start. 

He had planted the seed—indeed, a whole row of 
seeds. And years from now there will be a harvest in 
this city in the Middle West, a harvest of hope where 
there might have been a howling desert of despair and 
bitterness. 

Not everyone of us can plant as many seeds as this man 
did, but each of us holds one of them in his hands. And 
together we can make a harvest for the generations to 
come. 

Do not expect from me, or from any man, a miracle. 

I see the distinguished persons here tonight from whom 
the hopeless people throughout this country do sometimes 
expect a miracle. Do not expect us, even working 
shoulder-to-shoulder together, to put right in one year 
or four all that it took centuries to make wrong. 

I came here to tell you tonight that I am prepared 
to give my days—and such talents as I may have—to the 
pursuit of justice and opportunity for those so long denied 
them. 

I will sleep tonight in the house where Lincoln slept. 
It was 100 years ago that a civil war was fought in this 
country to free the Negro from slavery. The Negro won 
that war, but he lost the battle still to come. 

Emancipation was a proclamation, but it was not a 
fact. I came here tonight to tell you that in the time 
allotted me, with whatever energy and ability I have, I 
do not intend for history to repeat itself. 

True, more legislation has been signed in the last few 
months and few years; true, Negro opportunity has been 
proclaimed. But we must go on to make it a fact. 

I came here to say to my friend Philip Randolph and 
to my friend Ben Heineman, to every man and woman 
at this head table, to every member of the Council, and 
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especially to every one of the 2,500 people whose children 
will remember that they came and they saw and they 
conquered here at this conference in Washington: that 
your President may not agree with everything that you 
do, but he will consider everything you say, and that he 
believes that we are approaching this in the right way. 

As Jefferson said, “I prefer the recommendations of 
the many to the judgment of the few.” 

A very perceptive and unusually alert reporter—and 
we do have some of them—in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House this afternoon was quick to point out to me 
some developments at the Conference and to ask me for 
comment on the “great dissension” that exists. 

I said, “First, I want to observe that is something that 
you people never overlook.” But along with that dissen- 
sion are a lot of people plowing the furrows that are going 
to come up with constructive ideas, with vision, and with 
a platform that will bring a lot of people into agreement 
on goals that we have yet to achieve. 

I read in a newspaper coming out tonight a very fine 
column by a good friend of mine of many years. He went 
around the world with me and I called him back from a 
distinguished ambassadorial post to make my first ap- 
pointment to the USIA to succeed Ed Murrow. 

He was relating a conversation with a Philadelphia 
banker. We usually think of Philadelphia lawyers. But 
this banker was pointing out to him that they had em- 
ployed a few Negro secretaries and clerks at the bank, but 
they had not yet gone much farther. 

Carl Rowan was discussing that question. I read on 
in the column, because I hoped that he would say, before 
he ended, that he could give the Philadelphia banker an 
example. We have a Negro, for the first time, on the 
Export-Import Bank that deals with all nations. We 
have a Negro on the Federal Reserve Board that is lend- 
ing money instead of borrowing it. 

Eleven percent of our population are Negroes and the 
Federal Government has 15 percent of its employees who 
are Negroes. We are proud of the work that they render. 

We are not satisfied that we have attained equal and 
exact justice and equal employment, but I have been 
working at it very diligently for 5 years. And I am to- 
night going to give a good example of it. I have a very 
unusual pleasure and pride to introduce to you a great 
soldier. I might say that the President of the United 
States does not often have the opportunity to introduce 
another speaker. 

But I am glad that tonight I do have that opportunity. 
I am going to introduce to you one who 12 years ago 
established in the field of civil rights a beachhead from 
which we shall never retreat. 

Since that day, he has already occupied two great 
offices—as distinguished Justice of the Court of Appeals, 
and now as the great Solicitor General of the United 
States of America. When he accepted this call and left 
his lifetime job to take a temporary one in this adminis- 
tration, not knowing how long it would be but realizing 
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that it offered an opportunity to serve his country, he had 
argued already 33 major cases before the Supreme Court. 

But he was really just in the kindergarten class then, 
because before he finishes his term he will probably have 
argued more cases before the Supreme Court than any 
other American. And let no man ever say that he is not 
a qualified lawyer and judge. 

I am very proud that he serves my administration. 
I am very proud that his is the voice of the people of all 
of the United States before the highest and greatest court 
of this land. 

Nothing, I think, could be really more appropriate than 
that this man should speak to the first great national con- 
ference that has ever been called to really consider the 
rights and opportunities of Negro Americans. 

Now I consider it my high honor and my very great 
privilege to present to you the man who has been in the 
forefront and will continue to be in the forefront of all 
the battles for the things that are good for our country— 
Thurgood Marshall, the Solicitor General. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10 p.m. in the Sheraton-Park Hotel 
in Washington, D.C. 


Surveyor I 


Statement by the President Following the Spacecraft’s 
Landing on the Moon. June 2, 1966 


Overnight the eyes of Surveyor I have become the eyes 
of the world on the Moon. Another exciting chapter in 
the peaceful exploration of the universe is open for men 
to read and share. 

Millions of Americans who stayed up late or got up 
early have already seen the remarkable pictures taken by 
Surveyor I on the Moon this morning. Even now they 
are being displayed and printed around the world. 

We have conducted our space program openly since 
the basic law creating the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration was passed by the Congress in 1958. I 
am asking Mr. Webb and his colleagues to offer the best 
possible prints of these remarkable photographs to the 
world scientific community as soon as possible, as we did 
with the Ranger pictures from the Moon and the Mariner 
IV pictures from Mars last summer. 

We can be as proud of the openness of our space pro- 
gram as we are of its successes. 

And I assure you that we are particularly proud today 
that Surveyor performed so well on its very first test flight. 

The odds against achieving full success in such a diffi- 
cult mission on the first flight were understandably great. 
This moment of triumph for all who have participated in 
the Surveyor project has been well earned, for back of 
Surveyor’s perfect performance on this first flight are years 
of hard work, painstaking care, and brilliant engineering. 
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Today our Nation salutes the highly deserving team of 
scientists, engineers, technicians, and managers—in Gov- 
ernment, industry, and the universities—who had a vision 
and the skills to pursue it successfully. 

As the day approaches when men may land on the 
Moon, it is of the greatest importance that we agree to 
exchange openly all information that could affect their 
safety and welfare. It is equally important that we pre- 
serve these regions for peaceful, scientific activities. I 
welcome the constructive approach of the Soviet state- 
ment of May 31 on a treaty I have proposed to cover 
these matters and hope that progress can be made rapidly. 


International Labor Organization 
Convention on Employment Policy 


Statement by the President Upon Transmitting the 
Convention to the Senate. June 2, 1966 


I have today transmitted to the Senate, with the request 
for the advice and consent of that body for its ratification, 
Convention 122 of the International Labor Organiza- 
tion concerning employment policy. This convention, 
adopted at the International Labor Conference in 1964, 
is thoroughly in accord with this Nation’s economic and 
legislative goals. 

ILO Convention 122 provides that each member 
State shall declare and pursue, as a major national goal, 
an active policy designed to promote full and productive 
and freely chosen employment. 

A major aim of this policy, as enunciated in the con- 
vention, is the fullest possible opportunity for suitable 
employment irrespective of race, color, sex, religion, 
political opinion, national abstraction, or social origin. 

The Government of the United States can and does 
wholeheartedly associate itself with the philosophy and 
intent of Convention 122. 

The convention parallels our own Employment Act 
of 1946. That act declared the continuing policy and 
responsibility of the Federal Government to be the use 
of all practical means to foster and promote conditions 
under which there will be afforded useful employment 
opportunities—including self-employment—for all those 
able, willing, and seeking to work, and to promote maxi- 
mum employment. 

This policy has been strengthened by a number of our 
country’s statutory and administrative actions. The 1964 
Manpower Report declared the aim of the Government 
to insure all men the self respect and economic security 
that flows from full use of their talents. 

This aim, reiterated in the 1965 Manpower Report, 
has been given much impetus in recent legislation. ‘The 
Manpower Development and Training Act of 1962, the 
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Economic Opportunity Act of 1964, the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 with its equal employment provisions, and 
the Public Works and Economic Development Act of 
1965—all are directed toward the goal of affording all 
our workers the opportunity of participating in our eco- 
nomic life on a full and nondiscriminatory basis. 

It is in the spirit of this philosophic and legislative his- 
tory that I express the hope that the Senate of the United 
States will, in its wisdom, give favorable consideration to 
ratification by our Government of Convention 122 of the 
International Labor Organization. 


Establishment of First Federal 
Information Center 


Memorandum to the President From J. E. Moody, 
Acting Administrator of General Services. 


June 2, 1966 


You have said that the executive branch of the Fed- 
eral Government should “explore every path . . . to pro- 
vide the best possible service for our individual citizens” 
and that “eventually there should be a central information 
office in every major metropolitan area where citizens can 
get information.” 

In carrying out your directions, we in the General Serv- 
ices Administration have made arrangements, in coopera- 
tion with the Bureau of the Budget and the Civil Service 
Commission, to open a pilot Federal Information Center 
in Atlanta, Georgia, on next July 11. 

This initial Center will provide data and experience 
about the information needs of the public in a typical 
metropolitan area in order that we might prepare the way 
for extending this type of service to other areas throughout 
the country. 

The first Federal Information Center will be opened 
on a street-level corner (Peachtree and Baker Streets) in 
the Federal Building in Atlanta. It will be operated by 
GSA with assistance from 16 major Federal agencies in 
the Atlanta area. The Atlanta area Federal Executive 
Board has aided GSA, BOB and CSC in establishing this 
pilot operation. 

GSA will provide the financing for the rest of this fiscal 
year. Other major Federal agencies will assist in financ- 
ing the Center for the next fiscal year. We believe that 
that Center will answer many questions directly and a 
heavy workload of misdirected inquiries from the 70 
Federal activities in the Atlanta area. 

We are confident that this pilot operation in Atlanta 
will serve as a means, again in your own words, “to trans- 
late the promise of a better and more responsive govern- 
ment into a reality.” 

NoTE: For the President's memorandum to heads of departments 


and agencies announcing the drive to provide better service to the 
public, see 1 Weekly Comp. Pres. Docs., p. 447. 
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Economic Development Administration 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Ross D. Davis 
as Administrator. June 2, 1966 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Ross D. Davis as Administrator of the Economic 
Development Administration in the Department of Com- 
merce. This new position was created in the Public 
Works and Economic Development Act of 1965. 

Mr. Davis has been Executive Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration since January 6, 1964. 
He came to SBA from the Agency for International De- 
velopment, where he served as Deputy Assistant Admin- 
istrator of the Office of Development Financing and 
Private Enterprise. 

Mr. Davis entered Government service in 1951 as an 
attorney with the National Production Authority. In 
1952 he transferred to a similar position with the Small 
Defense Plants Administration and then in 1953 with the 
newly established Small Business Administration. 

In 1956 he was made Assistant General Counsel at 
SBA and was promoted to Associate General Counsel in 
April 1960, serving in that position until 1961 when he 
was appointed General Counsel of the Development Loan 
Fund, an agency which handled U.S. loans to friendly 
less-developed countries. 

Before entering Government service, Mr. Davis was 
associated with the New York City law firm of Davis and 
Heffner. He served in the Armed Forces from 1942 to 
1946, and attained the rank of captain in the Army Signal 
Corps. 

Mr. Davis was born in Brooklyn, N.Y., in 1919. He 
was graduated from Brown University in 1941, and re- 
ceived his law degree from Columbia University of Law 
in 1947, 


Election in the Dominican Republic 


The President’s Message to Provisional President 
Garcia Godoy of the Dominican Republic. 
June 2, 1966 


Few Presidents have had a more complicated task 
than the one you successfuly accomplished yesterday. 

You led the Dominican people from the turbulence 
of civil strife to the tranquility of free elections. There 
can be no greater tribute. 

On behalf of the United States Government and peo- 
ple I express sincere admiration for your wisdom, cour- 
age and tenacity. 
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Governors’ Subcommittee on 
Traffic Safety 


The President’s Remarks to Members of the 


Subcommittee in the Cabinet Room. 
June 3, 1966 


Governors and ladies and gentlemen: 


I am very grateful for your taking time out to come 
here to discuss the highway safety problem with us. 

I have given thought to your replies to my letter of 
last March. There is no doubt in my mind that the real 
key to solving the problem will finally lie in your hands. 
The Federal Government can and will be of such help as 
is possible. We think we can help with national safety 
standards. We think we can help with some money that 
may be available. We will try to contribute to research 
and provide such leadership as we have, but the ultimate 
responsibility must, should, and will finally rest back 
home. 

We know the statistics on this subject are national sta- 
tistics. People are getting killed every day on the roads 
in Texas, Kansas, California, Nebraska, and the other 
States. So you have a legal responsibility. 

The Federal Government does not wish to issue the 
drivers’ licenses. You, not the Federal Government, 
should inspect the vehicles or see that they are inspected. 
Your able and effective State troopers enforce the traffic 
laws. What you do not always have are the essential 
resources. ‘That is what we in Washington are trying 
to help you obtain. 

We believe that our people throughout the Nation 
in every State are concerned. We believe that they are 
aroused. We have been building up to this point for 
a long time. We realize that the time has come now 
to try to move forward—to take new and necessary steps. 

Since the automobile was first invented, we have had 
1,500,000 deaths from automobile accidents. That is 
three times as many as our enemies have ever been able 
to kill in all of our wars. 

Between 1961 and the end of last year, motor 
vehicles killed many more times as many of our service- 
men as the Viet Cong were able to kill in Viet-Nam. 

Automobile accidents kill or injure more of our chil- 
dren and teenagers than any single disease that we 
have in this country. We must think of the untold grief 
and suffering brought to the homes throughout this land 
by these accidents. We must think of the lost lives and 
the lost opportunities. 

Over the last Memorial Day weekend, 540 Americans 
died. That is the highest toll for any holiday in the his- 
tory of the United States. 

These statistics have become all too commonplace. 
But complacency must never stand in the way of prog- 
ress, in the way of safety, or in the way of doing some- 
thing about this very difficult problem. Indifference 
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must no longer be excused. Anything which touches the 
lives of so many citizens asks for Government action. The 
people ask for it. I believe with your help, with your 
leadership, we are going to get that action. 

For the first time in our history we are going to face 
this traffic safety problem squarely. I believe we will 
conquer it. The traffic safety legislation that I have 
sent the Congress will move us out of the age of ignorance. 
I believe it will establish a program of strict national 
standards for automobiles. I cannot stress too strongly 
the need for these standards. 

The only alternative is unthinkable—50 standards for 
50 different States. I believe that this would be chaotic. 
The legislation that we have proposed will give us the 
resources to try to find out what causes the accidents. 
We are going to take a good, hard look—unemotionally 
and unsentimentally—at all the factors: the car, the 
road, the driver. ‘ 

This legislation will let us apply that knowledge to the 
manufacture of safer automobiles and the construction 
of safer highways, and it will give us the necessary tools 
to develop and implement your own State safety 
programs. 

The time for action has come. The need for stand- 
ards is here. Every day that we postpone, more lives 
will be wasted. Every day lost puts us that much fur- 
ther behind. 

So I would like to ask you to keep in touch with us 
through Governor Farris Bryant, as we move this pro- 
gram forward. I believe it will benefit every man, 
woman, and child in all of your States. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:29 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 


Medicare Program 


Announcement of White House Meeting of Medical 
Leaders To Prepare for Start of Program. 
June 3, 1966 


President Johnson announced today that he will con- 
vene at the White House a meeting of medical care 
leaders from every State in the Nation on June 15 to 
help prepare for the start of the Medicare program on 
July i. The President announced that the purpose of 
this meeting is “to review every plan, discuss every prob- 
lem, take every necessary step in advance to make sure 
that the reality of Medicare matches the hopes of the 
last 20 years.” 

Two hundred physicians and hospital administrators 
are being invited to participate in the meeting. They 
will review plans to launch the largest domestic health 
program in the Nation’s history. Nineteen million Amer- 
icans over 65 years of age will qualify for Medicare’s 
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hospital benefits. Seventeen million, or 90 percent, have 
signed up for elective medical benefits. 

This meeting is the last of a series of consultations 
with the health community. During the past year, Gov- 
ernment officials have participated in conferences with 
more than 2,000 local medical organizations, and held 
hundreds of working sessions with medical, hospital, and 
other groups to develop the guidelines for the program. 

The purpose of the 1-day working session is to pro- 
vide an opportunity for a final review of the preparations 
for Medicare. The meeting will include panel discus- 
sions of problems which may arise in certain commu- 
nities, especially where there are high proportions of 
aged persons. 

The President will address the meeting. Government 
participants will include Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare John W. Gardner; Under Secretary Wil- 
bur J. Cohen; Assistant Secretary for Health and Scien- 
tific Affairs Philip R. Lee; Surgeon General William H. 
Stewart; Social Security Commissioner Robert M. Ball; 
and Arthur E. Hess, Director of the Bureau of Health 
Insurance of the Social Security Administration. 

The President also announced that he has asked the 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare to estab- 
lish a special around-the-clock Medicare information 
service at Social Security headquarters in Baltimore to 
deal with any problems arising under the Medicare pro- 
gram. Social Security district offices also will be pre- 
pared to respond to queries from any beneficiary, physi- 
cian, hospital administrator, or other individuals. 


National Council of Senior Citizens 


The President’s Remarks to Members of the Council. 
June 3, 1966 


President Edelman, Under Secretary Cohen, Commis- 
stoner Ball, the officers and members of the National 
Council of Senior Citizens: 

It is fitting that we should come together once more 
on the eve of a great new era for older Americans. Next 
month the medical care program that you and I labored 
so long and so hard for will become a cherished reality. 

We hope that never again will an older American 
need to go without basic medical care simply because he 
can’t afford it. 

We hope that never again will children and grand- 
children have to sacrifice their future to pay the medical 
bills of the older members of their family. 

We hope that never again will our aged be threatened 
with economic ruin whenever illness strikes them. 

Medical care will free millions from their miseries. It 
will signal a deep and lasting change in the American 
way of life. It will take its place beside social security, 
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and together they will form the twin pillars of protection 
upon which all our people can safely build their lives 
and their hopes. 

There will be problems at first while we make up the 
ground that we have lost through years of neglect. 
Doctors and nurses, hospital beds and personnel, will be 
in short supply in some communities. To make up lost 
ground in the shortest time, we will need all the help 
that we can get. 

I am asking you to help. Please tell your members and 
your friends to cooperate with their physicians in sched- 
uling their hospitalization. Alert your hospitals to the 
requirements of the law, particularly the nondiscrimina- 
tion requirements of title VI. Encourage them to meet 
those requirements. 

Above all, help your officials to evaluate the impact 
that medical care will have on local facilities. Be the 
leaders and the doers in modernizing and expanding 
those health facilities. 

Together we must—and we can—make this program 
work, Together we will guarantee older Americans the 
care that they need and the care that they deserve. To- 
gether we can quicken the race and add to the number 
of successes already achieved. 

In the past 2! years, we have increased appropria- 
tions for health and education by almost $10 billion. 
Some of it has trained more doctors, dentists, and nurses. 
Some of it has built more hospitals and nursing homes. 
All of it has been well spent. But it is just the beginning 
of the greater returns and rewards that we really have 
a right to expect. 

I do not see Medicare as a problem. I do not believe 
the few of little faith who say that it will fail. I see it 
as a blessing. I see it as a beginning and not an end. 
I see it as another battle in a long struggle to ennoble 
man’s life. I ask—and I expect—every. man to join 
with me in making it succeed. 

Several weeks ago, I told the United Auto Workers 
convention meeting in California that we have not started 
to think honestly about how to give meaning to that part 
of life which lies beyond the age of 60 or 70. 

So let us begin today. 

Let us start here and now to build a new ideal of what 
ought to be the meaning of growing old. Let us here 
proclaim a bill of rights for older Americans. Let us 
make it our guide in the years ahead. 

What do we have in that bill of rights? 

The first right is the right to an adequate income. In 
1936, with the passage of the Social Security Act, we 
built an income floor in America for millions of retired 
workers. Since then we have raised that floor and 
broadened it for the benefit of nearly every American 
over 65. 

But that floor is still too low. Nearly 5% million of 
our senior citizens still live in poverty and many, many 
more on incomes that cover only the barest essentials of 
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life. We intend to improve and to try to help correct 
this. 

The second right is the right to a decent home. Since 
the beginning of 1964, our commitments for senior citi- 
zens housing have already increased from 110,000 to 
nearly 175,000 units—an increase of nearly 60 percent. 
While these 175,000 units will house more than a quarter 
million older people, it is obvious we have just begun to 
scratch the surface. 

The 1960 census shows us that nearly 3 million elderly 
families were living in totally inadequate housing. We 
would like to correct this. We intend to correct this. 
We want to give every senior American a dwelling that 
is not only adequate, but also designed for his particular 
comfort and security. One of the most promising an- 
swers to this special problem is the new rent supplement 
program now before Congress. It will permit private 
building to help us solve that great problem. 

The third right is the right to a meaningful retirement. 
A great nation cannot just put its older citizens on the 
shelf. It must provide a life for them where leisure has 
purpose and purposes give fulfillment. Some of our sen- 
ior citizens want to work, and they should be given that 
right. Some of them want to go back to school, and they 
should be given that right. Some of them want to de- 
velop new skills and hobbies, and they should be given 
that right. Some want to volunteer their services in 
community programs, and they should be given that right. 

I see all of these as major and attainable rights—not 
just distant dreams, but practical goals to reach for today 
if there is to be a truly great society tomorrow. 

But essential to them and underlying each is the basic 
right of every older American to a decent income. It is 
a major objective of this administration to improve the 
level of benefits provided by our social security system. 
As your President, I have already signed into law provi- 
sions increasing social security benefits for more than 
$1 1/2 billion a year, an increase already of some 7 percent. 

Notwithstanding, too many of our older citizens are 
still struggling along on shoestring incomes, suffering real 
hardships and suffering real need. Social security bene- 
fits are the major source of retirement income for just 
about all older Americans. For half of them they are 
the only source. Average benefits of $80 a month for 
retirement and $142 a month for a couple are just not 
good enough—not nearly fair or nearly decent enough. 

I propose, therefore, that we increase social security 
benefits across the board for the entire 21 million bene- 
ficiaries now on the rolls: retired older people, disabled 
people, widows and the orphans—and for those who will 
come on the rolls in the future. This will make for a 
better future not just for older Americans, but for almost 
every family today and tomorrow. 
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I have already asked the Secretary of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare to develop for me proposals for the 
improvement of social security benefits in time for the 
next session of Congress. This will be a very high, major 
priority on my agenda. 

I want to close by thanking you and your organization 
for the contribution you have already made to the Medi- 
care program. You have helped to inform millions of 
its purpose by your role in Medicare Alert. You deserve 
much of the credit for the gratifying results. Ninety 
percent of all the people 65 or over in this country— 
17,200,000 persons—are now signed up to pay $3 a 
month for the voluntary part of the program covering 
physician fees. I doubt if ever before in history that 
many people in so short a period ever agreed to any single 
thing. 

We are not just hoping for success in this program. 
We mean to try to guarantee success. Last night we sent 
telegrams to 200 of the Nation’s top medical and hospital 
leaders. On June 15th they will meet with me here at 
the White House for a final examination of the future of 
medical care—to review every plan and every problem, 
to take every necessary step that we can anticipate to 
make sure that the reality of Medicare matches the hopes 
we have had for the last 20 years. 

I think that you agree with me that we are not 
concerned with appearance. We are concerned with 
achievements. We are concerned with accomplishments. 

I thank you from my heart for standing by us over 
the years. I count on your support in the exciting and 
challenging days ahead. 

I think it was Thomas Jefferson who said of the 
Presidency: “It is a splendid misery.” With all the 
miseries that come to the President every day, the 
strength that permits him to overcome them, or to endure 
them, without succumbing to them, comes in the knowl- 
edge and satisfaction that he gets from knowing about 
efforts we make together like this—to give older Ameri- 
cans a feeling of dignity, independence, and confidence 
to permit them to live out their remaining 10, 15, 20, or 
30 years in confidence—with a minimum of discomfort 
and with a maximum of proper treatment and proper 
care. 

That is the satisfaction that means a lot to me. It 
ought to mean a lot to you, because you have had so 
much to do with bringing it about. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. Before speaking he had received the National 


Council of Senior Citizens’ Award of Merit, presented by the Coun- 
cil’s president, John Edelman. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE * 


Submitted June 1, 1966 


MaRION MarTu1as HALE, of Texas, to be United 
States Marshal for the Southern District of 
Texas for the term of 4 years (reappoint- 
ment). 


Rosert I. Nasu, of Texas, to be United States 
Marshal for the Northern District of Texas 
for the term of 4 years (reappointment). 


Tutty ReyYNotps, of Texas, to be United 
States Marshall for the Eastern District of 
Texas for the term of 4 years (reappoint- 
ment). 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service officers. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 

THE PRESIDENT 

Approved May 31, 1966 

pe Public Law 89-438 
An Act to establish the Mount Rogers Na- 
tional Recreation Area in the Jefferson Na- 
tional Forest in Virginia, and for other 
purposes. 

ee Public Law 89-432 


An Act to continue for a temporary period 
the existing suspension of duty on hepta- 
noic acid. 


SED, ROR citi accnmeee Public Law 89-433 


An Act to make permanent the existing 
suspension of duty on certain natural 
graphite. 


PS eee Public Law 89-437 


An Act to continue until the close of June 
30, 1969, the existing suspension of duty on 
certain copying shoe lathes. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 

THE PRESIDENT—Continued 

Approved May 31, 1966—Continued 

TE. 1D ns icin cccen Public Law 89-439 


An Act to extend until June 30, 1969, the 
suspension of duty on crude chicory and 
the reduction in duty on ground chicory. 
ee Public Law 89-440 
An Act to continue the suspension of duty 
on certain alumina and bauxite. 
PS ee Public Law 89-436 


An Act to make permanent the existing 
duty-free treatment of personal and 
household effects brought into the U.S. 
under Government orders. 


EER. 19968 200s ccccnnsa Public Law 89-434 


An Act to extend until July 15, 1968, the 
suspension of duty on electrodes imported 
for use in producing aluminum. 


TEE RO seenacs Public Law 89-435 


Department of the Interior and Related 
Agencies Appropriation Act, 1967. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 


during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released May 30, 1966 


The President’s remarks at the Memorial Day 
service at Arlington National Cemetery 
(advance text). 


Released June 1, 1966 


The President’s remarks at the White House 
Conference: ‘To Fulfill These Rights” (ad- 
vance text). 


Released June 3, 1966 


Remarks of the President to the Governors’ 
Subcommittee on Traffic Safety (advance 
text). 


Remarks by the President to the National 
Council of Senior Citizens (advance text). 
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